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A REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 


The international situation in Europe at the beginning of the last week in June 
pas relatively quiet, though there were reasons to believe that this was only a 

elude to a crisis which may come in August or early September. The theatre of 
ction has been transferred for the moment to Asia where Japan seems to be seek- 
ng &@ showdown with the Western powers with reference to their rights in China. 
Fhether the Japanese are, as some observers believe, attempting to provoke a sit- 
pation which will enable them to withdraw from the disastrous China campaign with 

t too much loss of face, or whether it is,as other observers declare, a deter- 
Fination to have it out with the Western powers at once, at whatever cost, only 
pater developments willtell. At the present writing Britain and France are stand- 
mg firm against the Japanese, with every evidence of support of the United States. 


Information from London, from a source that is reliable and usually well in- 
ormed, declares that the period of bloodless Nazi victories is at an end. Cham- 
erlain has thrown his appeasement program overboard and is confronting the Axis 

wers with military realities. His prompt declaration of support to Poland gave 
rause to Hitler and no doubt caused him to revise his plans with reference to the 
aking of Danzig. A few weeks ago there was every evidence that he planned to 
ove soon. Today German-Polish affairs have practically dropped from the front 
ages and there are rumors, some of them from Nazi sources, that no developments 
reced be expected until September, though there are indications that undercover 

tivities are going on all the time. A trained international observer, after a 
ecent visit to Warsaw, announced that Poland will fight if attacked, even if she 
as to fight alone. In return for a general settlement of all other problems be- 

een them it is said Poland might be willing to negotiate with Germany regarding 
ranzig, which is predominantly German in population, but whose business is al- 
ost wholly importing and exporting Polish products. German claims of Polish mis- 
~reatment of German minorities is said to be based upon Poland's refusal to permit 
azi groups in that country to indulge in the same tactics which Henlein and his 
azis carried on in Sudetenland prior to Munich. A part of the German- Polish 
ension is due to the rapid industrialization of Poland and Germany's desire to 
hwart that development in order to secure raw materials and foodstuffs for her 

n industrialized economy. It is reported that Germany has fortified the German 
olish frontier immediately east of Berlin with the idea of sending one army, in 
rase of war, north toward East Prussia and another south toward Upper Silesia, 
he two motorized contingents converging on Warsaw and catching huge Polish con- 
ingents ina "nut-cracker" between themselves and the fortified frontier. Some 
sazi leaders assert that that part of Poland which was German prior to 1919 will 
e regained without bloodshed. The procedure, as outlined, calls for the Danzig 
olkstag (Council), which is 98 per cent Nazi, to make a spontaneous declaration 
f adherence to the Reich. This would probably occur during a ‘courtesy visit 
-f a German warship to Danzig. Germany will not send in troops, but the Danzig 
-olice force, in which by a recent act all Danzig youths and men are liable to 
-ervice, would take over the city under direction of the German pei 
‘mally under Danzig officials. Polish officials, who are in charge of e 3 y's 
oreign relations, would find themselves helpless. Should Polish troops, who are 
t the Vistula bridgehead, a half-hour away, intervene Germany could lay respon- 
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Se = = outbreak on them. Nazi plans include the proposal to treat this 


as a purely local "incident", and should Britain and France come to Poland's aid 
the onus of the resulting war would be thrown upon them. 


Russian support in the Munich crisis, Chamberlain is find- 
Pharr nicieers tecurines Raseie that she should join the "Stop Eitver!) a 
Moscow has little confidence in the Chamberlain government and has deman : im 
only a full military alliance, put guarantees of the integrity of ma an 
Latvia as well. Latest reports indicate British acceptance of the Russian or 
but still no agreement has been reached. Whether Stalin is compelling este a 
to "eat humble pie" or is reluctant to enter Anglo-French Dloc is not yet apparent. 


The British and French treaties with Turkey constitute a major defeat for the 
Axis powers. Hitler apparently did not foresee what was developing until it was 
too late. Hitler sent Von Pappen to Ankara, but he did not succeed in stopping 
the Turkish turn to Britain and France. What price Britain had to pay for Turkish 
support is not know, but France had to cede the Sanjak of Alexandretta, a 1544 
mile territory lying between Syria and Palestine, and including potentially the 
finest harbor in the Levant. The adherance of Turkey to the Anglo-French bloc is 
of the utmost importance. In event of another war there will be no Dardanelles 
campaign. Russian wheat and Rumanian and Russian oil will be available to Britain 
and France, but denied to Italy and Germany. It ends the Berlin-Bagdad dream and 
renders useless Italy's naval base in the Dedecanese Islands. Most important of 
all, it puts the well trained Turkish army at Bulgaria's backdoor and between the 
Balkans and the Suez Canal. 


On their part the Axis powers have two important developments to their credit. 
The first is Italy's conquest of Albania, which threatens Yugoslavia and will 
probably keep that nation neutral in another war. It also opens the way for an 
Italian land attack on Greece. It is said that King Victor Emanuel did not learn 
of the Albanian project until Holy Thursday and threatened to abdicate if it wags 
carried through, but was dissuaded by General Badoglio. The second was the sign- 
ing of the military treaty between Italy and Germany, which transforms the pre- 
vious understanding between Mussolini and Hitler into a full-fledged treaty be- 
tween the two governments. In the opinion d& well trained observers it definite- 
ly placed Italy in a subordinate relation to Germany. With Germany in command 
of the Danube Valley and with German troops within 50 miles of the Adriatic and 
overlooking the plains of Lombardy many Italians are beginning to be afraid of 
the consequences of Italy's friendship with the Nazis. It is reported the Gen- 
erals Badoglio and Balbo, with Signor Grandi bluntly told Mussolini that in event 
of a general European war he might find himself fighting on three fronts - against 
the king, the pope, and the people. Badoglio is the general who at the time of 
the Black Shirt march on Rome offered to drive Mussolini and his party into the 
sea if given permission by the king. Mussolini has not denounced his treaty with 
Britain and some observers think he will hold it as a trading point both with 
Hitler and Chamberlain. For instance, he might compel Hitler to withhold an at- 
tack for the time being while he denounced the treaty with Britain and use the 
time to wrest Italian concessions from Britain and France in turn for promised 


neutrality. Since Italian involvement in a war might bring a domestic crisis 
this is not beyond possibility. 


aes eee as that time is on the side of the democratic powers both in 
urope an Bla. apan is getting more deeply into difficulty every da 
pope war goes on. Hitler must strike inthe autumn of 1939 or ene Mabie of 194 

He hopes to win by a quick knockout blow. Britain, France, and Russia are 
coos Be Be ors day. He could probably bring the present situtation which 
carn BS es he ae ae to an end with most of hig present gains intact, but in 
e pe F u Buiter defeat of his ultimate goal. It is doubtful if Sa 

gime could stand the internal pressure that would develop once the German mind 
is taken off of their foreign enemies. To stop now, for either Japan or Germany, 


means defeat. To go on meang disaster Hg 
, t 
Hitler report that he is leaning to th eo hen tt teeny ee 


Cision cannot be long postponed. ° theory that war is inevitable. The de- 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


President Roosevelt has invited some 
) national leaders to plan and conduct 
‘White House Conference m Children in 
Democracy to be held early in 19h0. 
1e first meeting of the committee was 
xld at the White House on April 26, 
159 at which time sub-committees were 
»pointed to make preliminary studies 
id to prepare material for submission 
» the 1940 session. In his call for 
ae conference the President declared 
-.8 conviction that "a society founded 
oon democratic principles finds both 
‘8 aims and its security in the happi- 
*688 and well-being of its people, and 
specially its children, and in recog- 
-tion of the primary claim of children 
er those essentials of life upon which 
weir growth and development depends." 
nhe 
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
._fth report on consumers' cooperation 
evering the year 19436 shows 4100 con- 
umer cooperatives engaged in retail 
_8tribution and services for 830,000 
embers and doing an annual volume of 
msiness of $188,000,000, 45 per cent 
™" which have been formed since 1929. 
ore than 70 per cent of those report- 
ag had returned savings to their men- 
ers, amounting from two to six per cent 
or stores and from five to eleven per 
ent for gasoline and oil cooperatives. 
eet 
The United Automobile Worker reports 
nat the Associated Broadcasting Company 
asp paid $750 and granted $500 worth of 
-ee time to John T. Jones, president of 
istrict16, United Mine Workers, togeth- 
> with a broadcast apology because of 
statements made over its system by one 
an McNally, a traveling evangelist and 
iti-labor propagandist, charging that 
snes and John L. Lewis and other union 
fficials are communists. Jones turned 
he money over to buy glasses for chil 
ren unable to secure them other wise. 
eee 
It is reported that the Chinese gov- 
rnment has ordered the arrest of Wang 
hing-wei, former chairman of the Cen- 
ral Political Council, who some time 
zo urged Generalissimo Chiang-kai-shek 
> meet Japan's peace terms. Wang, af- 
er making the plea escaped to Hongkong 
here he has since resided. Action was 
aken ordering his arrest after receipt 
>over a thousand telegrams urging such 
ction. 
HHH 
Does your social action keep pace 
ith your social conscience? 


CONGRESS! PLEASE COPY! 

In the interesting publication, "The 
Better Way", we've found the perfect an- 
swer as to what kind of a war policy we 
Should have. Right now, you know, there's 
a pretty hot squabble in Washington on 
this subject. We don't care what kind 
of a law they pass, so long as they add 
these important riders to the legislation: 


1. All government officials responsible 
for declaring war shall be drafted in 
the shock troops regiment 


2. Each battleship, cruiser, destroyer, 
submarine, and war plane shall carry as 
excess baggage one or more stockholders 
of armament-building concerns. 


3. All makers of war munitions shall be 
sent to the front to snipe machine gun 
nests when their profits reach a million. 


4. All ministers and rectors who announce 
to their congregations that "God is 
fighting with us" shall be sent to the 
front,. tor wichtawithythetraGodee. 


5. College professors who delve into 
history to prove the enemy "always was 
a low-down scoundrel, anyway," shall be 
appointed spies in the enemy ranks so 
that they can continue their research 
first-hand. 


6. War correspondents who invent war 
atrocities inorder to get an interest - 
ing headline shall be sent into "no 
man's land" to stop these atrocities, 


7. The cause of the war shall be clear- 
ly stated to the nation, and not dis- 
guised as "a holy war to make the world 
safe for democracy." 

8. And finally, above all, radio commen- 
tators who, by voice inflection, have 
created many crises in the past, shall 
be put to work donning sound-proof gas 
masks totest the efficiency of any new- 
ly developed gases. And here's one time 
that we hope that the so- tested gas 
masks prove to be sub-standard. 


CO-OP MEMBERS TAKE NOTE 


When in New York City visit the Co- 
op streamlined cafeteria. There are 8 
cafeterias now in operation on Manhattan 
Island. If this experiment meets with 
approval it is expected all will be put 
instep with the top flight of New York's 
highly competitive restaurant industry. 


AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN PACIFIST FAITH 
Myron Taggart Hopper, president D.P.F. 


Members of the Disciples Peace Fel- 
lowship, and indeed all lovers of peace, 
will be interested in the AFFIRMATION 
OF FAITH which is now being circulated 
by a group @ influential Christian pac- 
ifists. Some may have seen it in a re- 
cent issue of the Christian Century. 


The object is to secure as many sig- 
natures as possible so that the world 
may know of the stand of this group of 
Christians with respect to peace. It 
is likely also that the signers of the 
affirmation will be invited to partic- 
ipate in a great peace congress within 
the next year or so. 


Even though Disciples are a bit a- 
oraia of aifirmations of faith, as a ro- 
Bult of our historic stand with respect 
to creeds, every lover of peace in the 
protherhood will do well to give seri- 
ous consideration to this affirmation. 
Itis a clear and straightforward state- 
ment of their position and those who 
find themselves in agreement with it 
should by all means sign it and aid in 
Loge circulation. 


As fine as the statement is, it is 
unfortunate that it is tied so closely 
to one particular theological point of 
view, namely, that the cross is symbolic 
of the only method by which redemptive 
love can operate in the world. Those 
who look upon the cross as a symbol of 
the possible consequence of living by 
the spirit of love rather than a method, 
find ib difficult to support the affir- 
mation, even though they are sincere 
lovers of peace. They *do n0Gsl tke to 
have to commit themselves to a partic- 
ular theological point of view, with 
which they do not agree in order to be 
listed among the Christians who stand 
for peace. This they must do if they 
Sign the affirmation. 


It is unfortunate that those who 
framed the declaration felt called to 
give it such a theological slant. LG 
would have been better to have stated 
that because war ig contrary tothe 
spirit and teachings of Jesus and to 
the highest ideals of the Christian re- 
ligion, Christians must renounce it 
and that those who sign the affirmation 
do so to indicate their intention to 
have no part in war of any kind. All 
Christians who renounce war could then 
sign without hesitation. 


"TWO THIRDS OF A NATION" 


Some time ago the President declares 
that “one-third of the nation is ill- 
fed, ill-clothed, and ill-housed." J 
study made by the National Resources 
Committee of consumer incomes in the U. 
S. for the period 1935-1936 shows tha 
among 29,000000 families of two or more 
persons sharing a common income and liv- 
ing under one roof, 14 per cent had in- 
comes of less than $500 during the yea: 
studied; more than two-fifths had in- 
comes of less than $1,000, and two-third 
had incomes of less than $1,500. It ig 
estimated that of the 2,000,000 birthes 
that occur each year in the US., 1,100; 
000 are n families which are either or 
relief or have a total annual incom 
(including home produce on farms) 
less than $1,000. Great differences ir 
economic status are found ammg geographic 
regions, states and smaller territorial 
units. The poorest regions with the 
lowest levels of living have the larg 
est ratios od children to adult popula- 
tion and constitute the reservior fo 
population replacement for the rest o 
the country. In 1930 the farm popula 
tion was responsible for the care an 
education of 31 per cent of the chil= 
dren, but farmers received only 9 per 
cent of the national income. Among the 
extreme examples @ insufficient income 
and lack of stable family life are de- 
pression migrant families who were up- 
rooted by economic catastrophe and mi- 
grated in search oO work, displaced fa 
tenants, "drought migrants" and season 
al workers who follow the crops. 

(From The Nation's Responsibility to 
its Children, by Katherine Lenroot, 

chief of the Children's Bureau, U.S. 
Department of Labor.) ) 
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